ClTY O SAVANNAH

Fl ood Hi story: Stormmater runoff in Savannah is hanpered by flat terrain, |low elevations and tida

i nfluence fromthe Atlantic Ocean. These are nmjor natural factors, conmon to coastal regions, that
cause the City to be at risk for flooding during |ong periods of nmoderate rainfall foll owed or during
hi gh vol une, short duration rainfall events. As a result of these factors structural flooding has occurred in the
City. Flooding during major storms and hurricanes date as far back as 1871 and as recent as 2003. Particularly at
risk are those structures built with a "slab-on-grade" construction techni que or where garages have been converted to
i nhabi t abl e space.

You can protect your property: Prevent frombeing a flood victim You first have to know your flood hazard. Check
with the City’s C.R S. Coordinator (651-6530) to find out what flood zone you are in and what the Base Fl ood El evation
(BFE)is for your neighborhood. Next, check with Chat ham Energency Managenent Agency (CEMA) at 201-4500 to find out about
the fl ood warning system (how much warni ng can you expect, and what evacuation route you should use). The phone book
has i nformati on about evacuation routs and energency shelters, too.

You can take nmeasures to protect your structure fromflood water by sandbaggi ng the entry doors. Raising the furniture
and ot her val uabl es on blocks also will protect your personal property. |f you have a basenent, take preventive
measures from fl oodi ng due to sewer backup or sunp punp failure by having a check valve install ed.

Next, know what options there are to retrofit your house. Retrofitting neans to alter the building to elimnate or
reduce fl ood danage. There are several options: Elevation, Flood Barriers, Dry Floodproofing, and Wt Fl oodproofi ng.
There are several good references in the public libraries on retrofitting and additional documents pertaining to

fl oodpl ai n managenent topics.

Fl ood I nsurance: As a coastal community, Savannah is subject to hurricanes and heavy rains. Savannah participates in
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). In doing so, local insurance agents can sell a Flood |Insurance policy,
which is separate fromregul ar property insurance, at subsidized rates set by the Federal Governnent.

The Federal Governnent passed a |aw nmeking it mandatory for owners to obtain a Flood Insurance policy if the structure
is in a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and the loan is Federally backed. Flood insurance can cover the structure

al one or cover a conbination of the structure and contents. Renters can buy content’s coverage, even if the owner does
not have structural coverage. A new insurance policy is now available that assists in bringing a non conpliant
structure up to the NFIP standards if the building is substantially damaged or repetitively flooded. Flood |Insurance is
al so available for structures outside the 100 year floodplain: Zone X

The City has subscribed to the Community Rating System (C. R S.). By doing so citizens who have flood insurance in A AE
or VE flood zones receive a discount on their policy cost. NOTE: Flood |Insurance may take up to 30 days before the
policy takes effect.

Building Permits: The City Ordinance states “No person shall perform any construction, conversion or devel opnent in
areas of special flood hazards...wi thout first obtaining a devel opnent pernmit fromthe Director of Inspections, City of

Savannah.” (Sec. 8-7003 a. 1). No construction, including fill, will be allowed in the mapped flood zone of the City
wi t hout an engi neering analysis that proves that the project will not increase flood danage el sewhere.

The City ordi nance requires any new hones in the floodplain to be built at or above the Nation Flood | nsurance Program
(NFIP) and City’'s Fl oodplain Odinance requirenents as determ ned fromthe Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM. In

addition, any substantially inproved or substantially damaged hone nust be brought up to the NFIP and City's Floodplain
Ordi nance requirements. This is known as the 50% Rule. The “50% Rul e” states that if an existing house is below the



NFI P or any of the City’'s Floodplain Odinance requirenments, and the costs of repairs or renovations over a five year
period, one year if the damage is caused by an “Act of God”, exceeds 50% of the structure’ s Fair Market Val ue, then the
dwel ling s | owest finished floor nmust be brought up to or exceed the base flood elevation and City' s Floodplain
requirenents. In the V and VE zone the bottom of the | owest horizontal nenber nmust be brought up to or exceed the base
fl ood el evation and any additional City Floodplain requirenents. To obtain a building permt contact your building
official at the Thomas Ganble Building at 6 East Bay Street (651-6530). |If you see sonmeone filling in the floodplain or
wor ki ng without a building permt call 651-6530. |If you have any concerns about permts please do not hesitate to call

Fl ood Warni ng System |n Savannah t he Chat ham Emergency Managenent Agency (CEMA) manages the warning system Once CEMA
recei ves a warning of potential danger, sirens may be activated. The sirens can give as little as fifteen nminutes
warning time. Wen you hear the sirens, information can be head on the television (WIOCC, WBAV, WCL and The Weat her
Channel) or the radio WCHY (94.1) on what to do. Information can be heard on the NOAA weather radi o broadcast at
frequency 162.40. The Chat ham Energency Managenment Agency has an enmmil group reserved for information dissemnation. |f
you would like to subscribe to CEMA Al ert and receive inportant energency information directly to your email, see CEMA

Web Page at www. CEMA. Chat ahntounty. org sel ect the CEMA Alert button. For additional information contact CEMA at 201-
4500. More safety information can be found at www. nws. noaa. gov and www. r eady. gov

St orm Mai nt enance: Besides flood insurance, you should protect your structure by ordinary preventative neans. For
exanpl e, do not sweep or blow yard | eaves, pine needles, grass clippings or soil into the stormsystem This clogs up
the pi pes and prevents water fromdraining. |If your property is adjacent to a drainage ditch, please aid the city by
keepi ng the banks clear of brush and debris. Dunping in the ditches is prohibited as stated in Savannah’s City Code
Sec. 4-11004 and 5-2005. To report soneone dunping trash or debris in the canals, please report it to City' s Customner
Servi ce desk at 651-6565.

Nat ural and beneficial Floodplain Functions: Under natural conditions, a flood causes little or no damage in

fl oodpl ains. Nature ensures that floodplain flora and fauna can survive the nore frequent inundations. This is the
case with our local marshes. They are flooded daily during high tide and yet life exists w thout damagi ng the
environnent. Historic floodplain areas are canals, and green spaces such as the Bacon Park CGolf Course and Lake Mayer.
Such areas reduce fl ood danage by allowing flood waters to spread over a large area. This reduces flood velocities and
provi des flood storage to reduce peak flows downstream Natural and historic floodplains reduce wind and wave i npacts
and their vegetation stabilizes soils during flooding. It is everyone’'s job to help preserve floodplain areas. W do
this by reporting ditch obstructions and buil dings being constructed in these area without a permt. See the sections
Buil ding Permits and Stream Mai ntenance for nore information.

Need nore information: |If you would like information on of elevation certificates, flooding, flood insurance, flood
zones, retrofitting, howto pick a contractor, or on-site property protection you may call Tom McDonald in the
I nspection Departnment 651-6530. Find nore information on the City’s web page at www. ci.savannah. ga. us or ww. f ema. gov

Fl ood Safety
Contact the C.R S. Coordinator in City of Savannah Permitting and Inspections Department at 6 East Bay Street (651-6530)
for free publications on how to protect your dwelling and health. |In addition, you should be aware of the follow ng
personal safety tips:
* Do not wal k through flow ng water. * Learn how to turn off your gas and electricity.
Do not drive through a fl ooded area. * Car bon nonoxi de exhaust kills.
Stay away from power lines and el ectrical wres. * Cl ean everything that got wet.
Watch for aninmals, especially snakes. * Take good care of yourself.
Look before you step. 09/ 29/ 03
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